
Atomic Café Worksheet -- Part III 
Instructor: Tony Del Vecchio 

 
 
1) How did the "Army chaplain" in the US Government film try to 
reassure the nervous troops ahead of Troop Test Smokey? 
 
 
2) What did the US Government tell people with respect to alpha 
and beta (i.e., radiation) particles? 
 
 
3) What happened at Saint George, Utah? What advice did the 
Atomic Energy Commission give to area residents? Do you think 
this advice was appropriate under the circumstances? 
 
 
4) In the US Army film about the atomic bomb, what words did the 
narrator use to describe a city affected by a submarine bomb 
exploded in a harbor? Does this sound plausible to you? 
 
 
5) How did the US Government try to downplay the risks associated 
with nuclear radiation? 
 
 
6) What rationalization did the government use in the Nuclear 
Defense Agency film regarding the development of nuclear power 
(i.e., armaments)? 
 
 
7) In the 4-H Club film, what was the reason given for informing the 
children as to what could happen in the event of a nuclear 
emergency? 
 
 
8) What was the primary method of self protection that the US 
Government promoted in its Civil Defense film featuring "Bert the 
Turtle"? How effective would this method be in a nuclear attack, in 
your opinion? 
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9) In the symposium on the hydrogen bomb, what did the moderator 
say was a safe distance to be in case of a 20-megaton nuclear blast? 
How did this contrast with Columbia Prof. Seymour Melman's 
analysis? 
 
 
10) How did Prof. Melman and his colleague Prof. Mario Salvadori 
characterize the effectiveness of fallout shelters as a means of both 
saving lives and averting nuclear war? Was their analysis in line with 
that of the US Government in their public information film? 
 
 
11) What was the "Kitchen Debate"? Who were the primary 
participants? What subject did they discuss? How well do you think 
the participants related to one another? 
 
 
12) What surprising advice did the Roman Catholic priest Father 
L.C. McHugh give to those responsible for looking after their loved 
ones in a bomb shelter following a nuclear attack? 
 
 
13) How did the man emerging from a bomb shelter in the film tell 
the interviewer he was going to survive if Los Angeles were 
destroyed in a nuclear attack? Does this seem reasonable to you? 
 
 
14) Bill Haley described a dream situation following an H-bomb 
attack that would be appealing to most male listeners of his song. 
What was it? 
 
 
15) How did Vice President Richard Nixon describe the readiness of 
US defenses? 
 
 
16) What was a Conelrad Alert? 
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17) What advice did the government give people to ease the strain 
and monotony of life in a fallout shelter? How accurate do you think 
was their description of the effects of that remedy? 
 
 
18) What did the Civil Defense warning advise people to do in the 
event of a nuclear attack? 
 
 
19) In the final scenes of the film, how long did the fictional father 
say the family would have to wait after an atomic explosion to "take 
a look around" above ground? Does this seem long enough to you? 
 
 
20) How do you think the way the fallout shelter family fared after 
the fictional nuclear strike compares with the reality people would 
face in the event if an actual attack? Explain. 
 


