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1) What happened to the Rapa Nui civilization on Easter Island and 
why? What lesson does this teach us? 
 
 Living on the most isolated island in the world, the Rapa Nui 
exploited their resources until there was nothing left. They 
experienced social unrest, revolts, and famine. Many did not 
survive the cataclysm. Their civilization did not survive.  
  
 We must conserve our resources and develop a sustainable 
lifestyle so that we do not suffer the same fate as the Rapa Nui. 
 
 
2) What percentage of Nigeria's population lives below the poverty 
line? Why is this so? 
 
 Nigeria is the biggest oil exporter in Africa, and yet 70% of 
the population lives under the poverty line. The wealth is there, but 
the country’s inhabitants don’t have access to it. The same is true 
all over the globe. Half the world’s poor live in resource-rich 
countries. 
 
 
3) What percentage of the world's wealth is in the hands of the 
richest 2% of the population? 
 
 Today, half of the world’s wealth is in the hands of the 
richest two percent of the population. 
 
4) Lagos is an example of a "radically new type of urban growth." 
What is driving this growth? 
 
 Lagos is one of the fastest-growing megalopolises in the 
world. The new arrivals are mostly farmers forced off the land for 
economic or demographic reasons or because of the diminishing 
resources. This is a radically new type of urban growth driven by 
the urge to survive rather than to prosper. 
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5) How many human beings now live in hunger? 
 
 One human being in six now lives in a precarious, unhealthy, 
overpopulated environment, without access to daily necessities, 
such as water, sanitation. or electricity. Hunger is spreading once 
more. It affects nearly one billion people. 
 
 
6) What is wrong with extracting oil from tar sands as they do in 
Canada? 
 
 The biggest trucks in the world move thousands of tons of 
sand. The process of heating and separating bitumen from the sand 
requires millions of cubic meters of water. Colossal amounts of 
energy are needed. The pollution is catastrophic. 
 
 
7) Name four human activities that release gigantic quantities of 
carbon dioxide. 
 
 Transport, industry, deforestation, and agriculture all release 
gigantic quantities of carbon dioxide. 
 
 
8) Over the last 40 years, how much of the Arctic ice cap has 
melted? 
 
 Under the effect of global warming, the Arctic ice cap has 
lost 40% of its thickness and 30% of its surface area over the past 
30 to 40 years. 
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9) By 2050, how many of Earth's species could be threatened with 
extinction? 
 
 By 2050, a quarter of the Earth’s species could be threatened 
with extinction. In polar regions, the balance of nature has already 
been disrupted. 
 
 
10) How much of the Earth's fresh water is contained in Greenland's 
ice? 
 
 Greenland’s ice contains 20% of the freshwater of the whole 
planet. If it melts, sea levels will rise by nearly seven meters. 
 
 
11) How much did sea levels rise during the 20th Century? 
 
 Sea levels have risen by 20 centimeters during the 20th 
Century alone.  
 
 
12) What percentage of the world's population lives on coastal 
plains? How many of the world's 15 biggest cities stand on a 
coastline or river estuary? 
 
 Seventy percent of the world’s population lives on coastal 
plains. Eleven of the 15 biggest cities stand on a coastline or river 
estuary. 
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13) How many people depend on the Himalayan glaciers for 
drinking water and crop irrigation? 
 
 The glaciers of the Himalayas are the source of all the great 
Asian rivers -- the Indus, Ganges, Mekong, Yangtze, Kiang. Two 
billion people depend on them for drinking water and to irrigate 
their crops 
 
 
14) What is the "climactic time bomb" under Siberia's permafrost? 
Why is it called this? What would happen if this permafrost melts? 
 
 Under the permafrost lies a climatic time bomb; methane – a 
greenhouse gas 20 times more powerful than carbon dioxide. If the 
permafrost melts, the methane released would cause the 
greenhouse effect to race out of control with consequences no one 
can predict. 
 
 
15) How many times faster than the natural rate are Earth's species 
dying out? 
 
 Species are dying out at a rhythm 1,000 times faster than the 
natural rate. 
 
 
16) Name four positive accomplishments of humankind that the 
documentary points to in support of the idea that it is “too late to be 
a pessimist.” 
 
 1) Worldwide, four children out of five attend school. Never 
 has learning been given to so many human beings. 
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2) In the face of misery and suffering, millions of NGOs 
prove that solidarity between peoples is stronger than the 
selfishness of nations. 
 
3) Antarctica is a continent with immense natural resources 
that no country can claim for itself, a natural reserve devoted 
to peace and science. A treaty signed by 49 states has made it 
a treasure shared by all humanity. 
 
4) Governments have acted to protect nearly two percent of 
the world’s territorial waters. It’s not much but it’s two times 
more than 10 years ago. 

 
 
17) When were the first natural parks created? How much of the 
Earth's land mass do they cover? 
 
 The first natural parks were created just over a century ago. 
They cover over 13% of the continents. They create spaces where 
human activity is in step with the preservation of species, soils, and 
landscapes.  
 
 
18) Thanks to reforestation efforts, how much of South Korea's land 
is now covered by forests? 
 
 In South Korea, the forests had been devastated by war. 
Thanks to a national reforestation program, they once more cover 
65% of the country. 
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19) What makes Costa Rica unique among most countries in the 
world? How does it spend most if its economic resources? 
 
 Costa Rica has made a choice between military spending and 
the conservation of its lands. The country no longer has an army. It 
prefers to devote its resources to education, ecotourism, and the 
protection of its primary forest. 
 
 
20) Although one of the world's leading producers of wood, Gabon's 
forestry practices are a model for sustainability. How does Gabon 
achieve this? 
 
 Gabon, one of the world’s leading producers of wood, 
enforces selective logging -- not more than one tree every hectare. 
Its forests are one of the country’s most important economic 
resources but they have the time to regenerate. 
 
 
21) Which four countries mentioned in the documentary have made 
the development of renewable energy a top priority? 
 
 New Zealand, Iceland, Austria, and Sweden have made the 
development of renewable energy sources a top priority. 
 
 
22) List several types of renewable energies the film points out. 
 

1) Geothermal – electric power plant in Iceland 
 

2) Tidal – sea snake lying on the swells which absorbs the 
energy of the waves to produce electricity 

 
3) Wind – wind farms off the coast of Denmark that produce 

20% of the country’s electricity 
 

4) Solar – solar mirror array in the desert  


