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24. What are the three factors Gore says are causing a collision between our 
civilization and the Earth? Explain each one. 

 
 (1) Population – increased population means increased pressure on food,  
  water, and natural resources 
 
 (2) Science – our technology has made us a “force of nature” (i.e., we have  
  become capable of seriously altering the planet) 
   
   Old habits + Old technologies = Predictable Consequences 
  
   Old habits + New technologies = Altered Consequences 
 
 (3) Our Way of Thinking – If a change seems gradual, even if it is really  
   happening quickly, we are capable of not responding and not  
   reacting. Humans beings wait too long to do something, and  
   often need a shock to get going. 
 
 

25. Why does Gore tell the story of his sister dying of lung cancer? 
 
 He meant to say that there are times when we wish we “could have connected 
the dots sooner” (i.e., understood the clues to an emerging problem earlier) 
 
 

26. What three misconceptions does Gore say “bedevil our thinking” with 
respect to global warming? 

 
 (1) There is disagreement among scientists about global warming 
  People believe that scientists disagree as to whether global warming  
  is real or not, whereas nearly all scientists actually do agree that  
  global warming is real. This misconception was deliberately created  
  by oil industry lobbyists. 
 
 (2) The economy versus the environment 
  People think that we have to choose between a strong economy and  
  the environment, whereas in reality doing the right thing (i.e.,   
  protecting the environment) will move us forward, and create wealth  
  and jobs. 
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 (3) The problem is too big 
  People believe that although global warmiong is real, the problem is  
  too big to do anything about it. In fact, we already have all the   
  technologies we need right now to solve the problem. 
 
 

27. What is the “inconvenient truth?” 
 
 The inconvenient truth is the reality of global warming that scientists have 
come to understand and which they feel compelled to talk about, even at the risk of 
losing their livelihoods sometimes if they do so. 
 
 

28. Name some ways we can help reduce carbon emissions to zero, as per the 
film.  

 
 • Buy energy efficient appliances and light bulbs. 
 • Change your thermostat (and use clock thermostats) to reduce energy for  
    heating and cooling. 
 • Weatherize your house, increase insulation, get an energy audit. 
 • Recycle 
 • If you can, buy a hybrid car. 
 • When you can, walk or ride a bicycle. 
 • When you can, use light rail and mass transit. 
 • Tell your parents not to ruin the world that you will live in. 
 • If you are a parent, join with your children to save the world they will live  
    in. 
 • Switch to renewable sources of energy. 
 • Call your power company to see if they offer green energy. If they don’t,  
    ask why not? 
 • Vote for leaders who pledge to solve the crisis. 
 • Write to Congress. If they don’t listen, run for Congress. 
 • Plant trees. Lots of trees. 
 • Speak up in your community. 
 • Call radio shows and write newspapers. 
 • Insists that America freeze CO2 emissions and join international efforts to   
   stop global warming. 
 • Reduce our dependence on foreign oil; help farmers grow alcohol fuels. 
 • Raise fuel economy standards; require lower emissions from automobiles. 
 • If you believe in prayer, pray that people will find the strength to change. In 
   the words of the African proverb, “When you pray, move your feet.” 
 • Encourage everyone you know to see this movie. 
 • Learn as much as you can about the climate crisis. Then put your      
    knowledge into action. 


